Transcript Video 4 Peregian Springs State School
Transition statements
Supporting successful transitions from kindergarten to school
Peregian Springs State School, North Coast
Clair Allan, Transitions co-ordinator, Peregian Springs State School:  The transition of our prep children is extremely important to the beginning of our school year.  It ensures that children are beginning school feeling comfortable and we are all about differentiating for each child, so we are ensuring learning suits the learner.  The transitions statements give us that insight and some of the supports systems that we will need in place ready to begin the following year.

Clair Allan, Transitions co-ordinator:  You might need to look for opportunities to extend that learning.  

Jessica Birss, Prep Teacher, Peregian Springs State School:  Mm, hm.  The more information I know about the child the easier life is for me as a teacher and for them as a student and the families coming in.

Kristy Ratten, Parent:  We were invited to come to parent information sessions at the school and at those sessions they highlighted transition statements. 

Clair Allan, Transitions co-ordinator:  Our school uses transition statements to plan for learning early on in the piece and make sure that their learning is going to be suited and catered for where they’re at and where they are ready to progress from.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We promote the use of transition statements in our transition process through the relationships we have with our kindergartens.  We form a really close working body with our local feeder kindergartens and we head out and do visits with children in their kindy settings so that they are starting to get familiar with our faces here at school and when they come and see us in the school setting it is a nice easy introduction of different people that they’re going to see on a day to day basis.

Kristy Ratten, Parent: I was very mindful when I completed my transition statement on my son to be open and honest. I felt it was important that the school new all about my child.  They were able to identify his strengths. I also highlighted hobbies and interests that he had because they were able then to just personalise his transition into the school so he felt that they knew him before he was here.

Clair Allan, Transitions co-ordinator:  The transition statements support conversations with parents particularly when certain elements of a child’s progress have been identified early, so the successes at kindy can continue into the school environment.

Kristy Ratten, Parent:  So I consented to the kindy and the school contacting each other.  I knew that the kindy teacher and the school teacher were both professionals and that it was only going to benefit my child.

Clair Allan, Transitions co-ordinator:  So the parent/carer consent form is going to be extremely important to be able to receive those transition statements directly from kindergartens.   We get them on time and we can actually use the information that’s within them to assist us in transitioning children successfully into school.
